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A Suiseki (viewing stone), with wood stand

Japan 20th century Taisho period

Dimensions:

Suiseki: H. 12cm x W. 17cm x D. 13.5cm (434" x 634" x 5%4")

Suiseki with stand: H. 13cm x W. 17cm x D. 14.5cm (57 x 6%" x 5%4")

Suiseki, literally, “water and stones”, are small, naturally shaped stones traditionally admired for their
beauty and are closely associated with nature and natural landscapes. They are similar to Chinese
scholar's rocks which were brought to Japan as Imperial gifts and influenced the development of suiseki
in Japan. Suiseki have been appreciated and meditated by Japanese people in general but in particular
by scholars, nobles and tea masters. They are expressive with special shapes, colour or texture, and
suggest scenes from nature such as mountains, waterfalls, lakes, rivers, thatched huts, hills and cliffs.
They can also resemble animals or human shapes or simply bear rare and beautiful features. All of

which are greatly appreciated by the connoisseur.
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